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LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL, DISTRICT 18 
 

MINUTES 
BOARD MEETING – March 23, 2022 

 
ATTENDANCE:  Milan Mrakich, DA, Diane Bowen, Mike Goodrich, ADAs.  Ralph & Diana Hernandez, East 
Alhambra, Eddie Martinez, El Monte National, Eric Borgen, South El Monte, Alberto Ocon, South Pasadena, Leonard 
and Maggie Rivas, Temple City American, Erwin Yu, Temple City National. 
 
ABSENT:  Alhambra American, Northeast Los Angeles, El Monte Eastern, Los Angeles. 
 
The meeting was called to order and held at the Northwoods Inn. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS:  The roll call was taken.   
 
REQUIRED SUBMITTALS:  Milan went over submittals.  At this point background checks should be completed.  
He reminded two leagues to finish uploading rosters to their ASAP plans as they were due March 15, and the drop 
dead date is March 30.  Thereafter, the leagues will lose their rebate from LL.  Milan asked leagues to send in their 
player assessment fees to him as soon as possible. Leagues should confirm they have entered on the LL database the 
correct number of teams they have. 
 
LEVELS OF PLAY CHARTERED:  Milan once again went over a list of chartered divisions per league and 
confirmed it was up to date. SP needs to charter a senior BB team in the database, and SEM had previously indicated 
it will have a senior BB team, but has not chartered it. When leagues are combining to form teams, i.e. SEM has all 
softball in El Monte, EME and EMN need to charter a team in that division, and the league taking the players will 
reimburse the charter fee.  SEM was asked if they had any softball players from EME or EMN, and they indicated 
they do not.  Milan also again explained that teams interlocking can combine to form one all-star team from the 
interlocking leagues.  
 
ASAP PLANS:  Mike again advised plans were due by March 15 and the last day to file will be March 30th.  As 
stated above two leagues have not uploaded rosters to complete their plan at this time.  Approved ASAP plans are 
needed to be eligible to enter all-star teams and host tournaments. 
 
SPECIAL GAMES:  Milan again discussed the procedures for special games against non-little leagues teams, and 
they should not be played until the interleague forms have been submitted, approved by both leagues, and 
headquarters.  TCA has a pending waiver to play a junior game against a middle school team, formal approval is 
coming.  Special games can be played against programs such as ASA and Pony teams.  The special games will 
count toward tournament eligibility.  Tournament teams can be announced and begin practicing May 15th. 
 
WAIVER PROCESSING:  Milan advised waivers are taking at least a week to be processed at the regional level.   
Milan once again reviewed the waivers and he has previously outlined the waivers in an email, and sent out the forms 
to presidents. Deadline for waiver submission is May 1st.   
 
UMPIRES:  Once again, the shortage of umpires was discussed and its effect on all leagues.  Milan reported Phil 
has told him he will attempt to meet all his commitments to us this season, as much as possible.  Late requests will 
be questionable.  Diane noted the junior schedule should not be changed in order to assure that we have umpires 
booked per the schedule.   
 
JUNIOR SENIOR BASEBALL:  Diane reported Mike has spent numerous hours working on the junior schedules, 
there are 20 teams and multiple criteria to compile.  A schedule going through April 9th was sent out. There will be 



 
 
 

 

2 

no forfeits, games can be played with 8 players and the #9 batter will take an out the first time around, and thereafter 
be skipped.  Pool players were discussed.  Mandatory play is in effect; the home team changes during double 
headers.  Diane asked if all baseball teams were keeping a Pitcher Eligibility Tracking Form with their books and 
this was discussed.  It is mandatory and all teams should be using it to share at the interleague games.  Mike asked if 
the teams want double headers to let him know.  He is working on the schedule for the end of April now.  He also 
needs to be informed of graduation dates that could affect the schedule, and if teams want to play over the Memorial 
Day weekend, and if the fields will be open.   
 
COMBINED PLAY:  Milan once again reviewed procedures: As explained in prior emails to presidents, leagues 
within the district wishing to interlock do not have to submit requests on the database as previously required.  Teams 
can also combine for tournament play.  For example, up to three leagues could combine in a division.  This can be 
done in baseball and softball and may be something to consider for leagues who only have one team in a division.  
They could combine with another league who only has one team, and it would make a stronger team in tournament.  
Milan indicated it is something leagues should look at doing. The intent to combine for tournament needs to be 
entered in the LL data center.  
 
SOFTBALL:  Mike reported SP has prepared a game schedule for all levels.  He sent out final rules for softball. 
Minors can play with less than 9 players, majors and juniors bat 9 batters.  For senior players who are property 
players (i.e. they were on a team last season), if they have not signed up yet, they need to be sent a letter notifying 
them if they are going to play they must register by a deadline date or they will be released and ineligible to play the 
season.  Once senior players are released from CIF they are required to play 60% of the remaining games on the 
schedule to qualify for tournament play (i.e., if there are 3 games left they must play 2). 
 
TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS:  Milan discussed how he started TOCs in 1994 to allow more kids to play post 
season.  This year the dates will begin June 6th through the 14th depending on number of teams entered and host 
facilities.  He noted last year only three leagues hosted, TC American and TC National and SP ended up hosting 14 
tournaments. If he does not have enough hosts he will cut down the tournaments.  He will be sending out 
applications to host.  He advised leagues will need volunteers to help at the games. And further discussion regarding 
tournaments was held. 
 
ALL-STAR TOURNAMENTS:  Milan plans to start the baseball tournaments after the 4th of July holiday, and 
softball will begin June 18th and finish July 2nd.  The only section games in softball will be between D-19 and D-18.  
Phil’s umpires will be working the tournaments.  Decisions on where to host tournaments and tournament entries 
will be made in April. 
 
AB 506:  Leagues should continue to apply for and obtain an ORI number so when their volunteers go to the Live 
Scan they give the ORI number to the providers.  Each league will have a “custodian of records” who will be 
registered to receive the results from the Scan.   
 
OPEN DISCUSSION:  Milan discussed injury claims and the accident forms leagues must fill out and send to LL 
and LL will follow up from there.  All injuries should be reported timely.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  The next meeting on the schedule for April 13th will be cancelled.  The 
next meeting will be Wednesday, April 27th at 6:30 at Northwoods.   
 

Diane Bowen, District 18 Secretary 
  


